2 COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

“ It must be seen, from the evidence and accounts before your Committee 
that the profit to the King’s printer in Ireland, by the printing of the Statutes 
for promulgation, must be very small, (allowing the very high charge of 8 i d. 
per sheet for the quarto edition, instead of 1 J d. as supplied in England ) 
whilst the charge to the Government is very great. It is also a serious evil to 
the people in Ireland to have to pay so high a price for their Statutes, and the 
sale of them must be so very limited as to afford but little profit. Your Com- 
mittee therefore recommend that a compensation be given to the King’s printer 
for the period his patent has to run, and that the promulgation of Statutes 
for the public offices and the community be supplied from England, at the same 
prices and in the same form as recommended for England.” 

In consequence of tliis recommendation, a negotiation was entered into with 
Messrs. Grierson for the purchase of the remainder of the term of their patent; 
but the difficulties arising from the extent of the demand made for compen- 
sation, and from the complicated interests which had to be provided for, owino- 
to the settlements which had at different times been made under their patent 
were so great, that it was finally determined that it would be more for the 
interests of the public to await the expiration of the remainder of the term. 

The existing patent confers full power and authority for the imprinting in 
Ireland of 

Bibles, in all sizes or volumes. 

Books of Common Prayer and Singing Psalms. 

Psalters. 

Books of the New Testament. 

Primers having the Catechisms therein. 

The Statutes of the United Kingdom, as well entire as abridged. 

The Statutes of the Parliament of Ireland, and 

Proclamations, with all other printing published by authority. 

It, however, reserves a concurrent right of printing Bibles, Books of Common 
Prayer, Singing Psalms, Psalters, Primers having the Catechism therein, and all 
other books commanded by authority to be used in Divine Service, to the Pro- 
vost and Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin ; and it further provides that 
nothing therein contained should prevent the sale or publication in Ireland of 
Bibles printed by either of the Universities in England. 

Their Lordships will now proceed to state the arrangements which ought, in 
their opinion, to be adopted, under the several heads of 

1. Bibles, Prayer-books, and other Books which are or may be com- 
manded to be used in Divine Service. 

2. The Statutes of the Parliament of Ireland, and of the United King- 
dom, printed up to the date of the expiration of Messrs. Grierson’s Patent. 

3. The Statutes of the Parliament of the United Kingdom printed sub- 
sequently to the expiration of the Patent. 

4. Proclamations, with all other printing published by authority ; and, 

5. The legal validity of the Statutes, and other printed official docu- 
ments, to be supplied after the expiration of Messrs. Grierson’s Patent. 

1. Bibles, Prayer-books, and other Books which are or may be commanded 
to be used in Divine Service. 

It appears that Messrs. Grierson have not exercised the privileges of their 
patent, so far as relates to Bibles, Testaments, and Psalters, for the last 15 
years; but that from the year 1831 to 1844, they have sold a certain number 
of copies of the Irish Book of Common Prayer, and of the Altar Services, 
which differ in some respeets from the corresponding books in use in England. 

In order to preserve the purity of the text of the Bible and of the Prayer- 
book, and other forms used in Divine Service in Ireland, their Lordships 
are of opinion, that it will he advisable to confer authority, by warrant under 
the Sign Manual, to the Provost and Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, joined 
with the Chief Secretary and the Attorney and Solicitor General for Ireland, or 
such other functionaries as to Her Majesty may seem fit, to license particular 
printers in Ireland to print the Bible and the other books above referred to, 
and to exercise a supervision over the correctness of the text of the books so 

printed, 
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printed, similar to that exercised hy the Bible Board in Scotland, permission 
being at the same time giren for the sale and publication in Ireland of Bibles, 
Testaments, and Psalters printed by the Queen's printer or either of the Uni- 
versities in England, and of those printed under the superintendence of the 
Bible Board in Scotland. 

The Royal WaiTant should be so drawn as to convey the privilege of exemp- 
tion from the excise duty on paper at present enjoyed by the Queen’s printers 
under the 2 & 3 Viet. c. 23, s. 50. 

If Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Home Affairs and His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant shall concur in this view, the warrant required to give 
effect to it will have to be prepared in the Home Office. 



2. The Statutes of the Parliament of Ireland, and of the United Kingdom, 
printed up to the date of the expiration of Messrs. Grierson's Patent. 

In order to supply the demand for the Statutes which have been printed by 
Messrs. Grierson under their patent, their Lordships are of opinion that the 
stock of folio and quarto Statutes held by them should be purchased by the 
Government, provided it can be obtained on reasonable terms, and should be 
placed under the charge of the branch of the Stationery Office established in 
Dublin, which will supply such copies of former Acts of Parliament as may be 
required by official persons entitled to receive them, and will dispose of copies 
by sale to the public at the same rates at which the Statutes are sold by the 
Queen’s printers in England. 

Until such time as the arrangements can be completed for purchasing and 
taking charge of this stock, Messrs. Grierson may continue to supply copies of 
the Statutes to official persons, and to sell them to the public at the rates at 
present charged by them. ^ r u 1 ? 

Their Lordships are of opinion that the Chief Remembrancer of the Ex- 
chequer and the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland may be appointed, 
with a third person, to be nominated by the Lord Lieutenant, to act as a Com- 
mission, for the purpose of considering and reporting to the Treasury the 
sum proper to be allowed to Messrs. Grierson in consideration of their ^ans- 
ferring to the Government the whole of their existing stock, or such portion of 
it as may with advantage be so transferred. 

In assessing tlie value of this stock, it must be borne in mind that the copies 
of Statutes of which it consists were provided by Messrs. Grierson in order to 
enable themselves to discharge the duties imposed upon them by their privi- 
leges as Queen’s printers, and that when those privileges shall have ceased, 
owing to the expiration of their patent, it will be valuable only m proportion 
to the demand which may he supposed to ex^t for Statutes antecedent to the 

expiration of the patent. n. .. ht 

It would, no doubt, be attended with convenience to the public that Messrs. 
Grierson’s stock of folio and quarto Statutes should be placed at the disposal 
of the Government, and the Commissioners appointed to report the sum to 
be allowed to Messrs. Grierson will have to consider what sum it would be 
proper to give in order to obtain this convenience, and what means exist ot 
supplying the deficiency, supposing Messrs. Grierson’s stock cannot be obtained 
on reasonable terms. 

3. The Statutes of the Parliament of the United Kingdom printed subse- 
quently to the expiration of the Patent. 

The Statutes passed subsequently to the expiration of the patent may he 
printed, according to the practice which has long prevai ed in respect to Scot- 
land, hy the Queen’s printer in England, and they may be supplied to oihcial 
persons and sold to the public in Ireland by the branch of the Stationery 

Office established in Dublin. , ^ tvt ... 

For the copies of the Statutes so furnished to the Stationery Office, Messis. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode will be allowed the English promulgahon prices, or 1 id. 
pm- sheet quarto, and Jd. per sheet folio, and for the local and private Acts, 
2 id. per sheet; while in order to defray the expense of tbeir 
and of the establishment for their retail, the folio edition of the Public Acts 
will be sold to the pubUc offices at 1 d. per sheet, and to the public at large 
at \id. per sheet, and the Local and Private Acts at one uniform price of 3rf. 

200. A. 2 
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per sheet, which are the prices at which the same Acts are sold to the public 
in England. 

The Comptroller of the Stationery Office will take the necessary steps, in 
communication with Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode and Messrs. Grierson, for 
carrying this arrangement into effect at the earliest practicable date; and 
Messrs. Grierson may be paid at the rates at present allowed to them for any 
copies of the Statutes which, owing to their patent expiring during the Session 
of Parliament, they may be called upon to issue subsequently to its expiration. 

4. Proclamations, Orders in Council, and Fast and Thanksgiving Prayers. 

Official documents of this description, if separately printed, should, in their 
Lordships’ opinion, be printed under the superintendence of the branch of the 
Stationery Office at Dublin, and should be authenticated by an officer to be 
appointed for that purpose by the Lord Lieutenant ; and they may likewise 
be sold by the storekeeper of the Stationery Office in Dublin, at a reasonable 
price. 

5. The legal validity of the Statutes, and other printed official documents, to 
be supplied after the expiration of Messrs. Grierson’s Patent. 

The Act 41 Geo. 3, c. 90, s. 9, directs, that Acts passed previously to the 
Union, printed by the King’s printers in England or Ireland, shall be received 
as evidence in the courts of law in both countries. 

An Act must now be passed making all statutes enacted subsequently to 
the Union, printed by the Queen’s printers in England, and proclamations, 
orders in council, &c. authenticated by the officer appointed for that purpose 
by the Lord Lieutenant, legal evidence in courts of law in Ireland ; and the 
same Act should contain a provision for legalising all statutes, proclamations, 
&c. which may be printed by Messrs. Grierson down to the end of the present 
Session of Parliament. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Mr. Phillipps, for Sir James Graham’s 
information, and request that if Sir James Graham shall not see reason to 
object to any of the arrangements detailed in it, he wiU communicate with the 
Lord lieutenant, with a view to their being carried into early effect. 

Also request that Mr. Phillipps will call Sir James Graham’s particular 
attention to the concluding paragraph of the Minute, in which the necessity 
is pointed out of an Act of Parliament being immediately passed for the pur- 
pose of legally authenticating statutes and proclamations printed subsequently 
to the expiration of Messrs. Grierson’s patent, on the 27th instant. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Comptroller of the Stationery Office, 
for his information and guidance. 



Sir, ^ Whitehall, 8 May 1846. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir James Graham to transmit to you, to be laid 
before the Commissioners of the Treasury, with reference to your letter to me 
jg March, ^f the 5th instant, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed by Sir James Gra- 
ham’s direction to the Government in Ireland, approving of the plan proposed 
in their Lordships’ Minute of the 13th March, for conducting the Queen’s 
printing business in Ireland for the future. 

(signed) H. Manners Sutton. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Whitehall, 19 March 1846. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir James Graham to transmit to you, to be laid 
before the Lord Lieutenant, the enclosed copy of a Treasury Minute, dated 1 3th 
instant, together with a copy of the letter from Mr. Trevelyan, which accompa- 
nied it, relating to the arrangements which it maybe proper to make with refer- 
ence to the expiration of the patent of Messrs. Grierson, Queen’s printers in Ire- 
land; and I am to acquaint you, for his Excellency’s information, that Sir 
James Graham approves of the arrangements proposed by the Lords Commis- 
sioners 
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sioners of the Treasury, and he thinks that the introduction of the proposed 
Bill for authenticating as legal evidence the documents enumerated (printed 
subsequently to the expiration of Messrs. Grierson’s patent) on the 27th instant 
will be necessary. 

(signed) S. M. Fhillipps. 

R. Pennefather, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 



Treasury Minute, dated 26th May 1846. 

My Lords refer to their Minute of the 13th March last, stating the measures 
proper to be taken in consequence of the expiration of the patent of the 
Queen’s printers in Ireland on the 27th of that month. 

Transmit copy of that Minute to the Paymaster of Civil Services and the 
‘Chief Remembrancer of the Exchequer in Ireland, for their information respec- 
tively, at the same time acquainting them that Messrs. Grierson’s patent as 
Queen’s printers has been temporarily renewed to 31st December next. 

Call their attention to that part of the Minute in which it is proposed that 
the Chief Remembrancer of the Exchequer and the Paymaster of Civil Services 
■should be appointed, with a third person, to be nominated by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, to act as a Commission, for thepm-pose of considering pd reporting to 
this Board the sum proper to be allowed to Messrs. Grierson in consideration 
of their transferring to the Government the whole of their existing stock, or 
such portion of it as may with advantage be transferred, and desire that they 
will proceed, in conjunction with each other and with such person as may be so 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, to assess the value of Messrs. Gnersons 
stock, in conformity with the principles laid down in the said Minute. 

Transmit copy of this Minute (of 26th May) to Mr. Pennefather, for the fur- 
ther information of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, respecting the proceedings 
required on the expiration of the patent of Queen’s printer in Ireland, as stated 
in the Minute of the Board of 13th March last, a copy of which was toans- 
mitted to his Excellency by Sir James Graham’s direction, m Mr. Phillipps s 
letter of 10 th March last, and request he will move his Excellency to appmnt 
some person to act in conjunction with the Chief Remembrancer of the Ex- 
chequer and the Paymaster of Civil Services, as a Commission for valuing 
Messrs. Grierson’s existing stock, in conformity with the principles laid down 
in their Lordships’ said Minute of 13th March last. 



Theasuet Minute, dated 11th December 1846. 

Mv Lords refer to their Minute of the 13th March last, on the measures 

■gS^so^ rau"Sptas^n 

sunnlv the demand for the Statutes which have been printed for Messrs. Grier- 

msmmm 

rates at present charged by them. - tn this Board the sum proper 

For the purpose of considering and reporting to fue 

.to be allowed to Messrs Grierson, in ^ay with 

Booth, Esq. ^ ^ In 
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In assessing the value of Messrs. Grierson’s stocky the Commissioners were- 
instructed to bear in mind that the copies of Statutes of which it consists 
were provided by Messrs. Grierson in order to enable themselves to discharge 
the duties imposed upon them by their pri-vdleges as Queen’s printers^ and that 
when those privileges shall have ceased, owing to the expiration of their 
patent, it will be valuable only in proportion to the demand which may be sup- 
posed to exist for Statutes antecedent to the expiration of the patent. 

It would, no doubt, be attended with convenience to the public that Messrs. 
Grierson’s stock in folio and quarto Statutes should be placed at the disposal of 
the Government, and the Commissioners would have to consider what sum it 
would be proper to give in order to obtain this convenience, and what means 
exist of supplying the deficiency, if Messrs. Grierson’s stock cannot be ob- 
tained on reasonable terms. 

Messrs. Grierson’s patent was temporaidly renewed from 27th March last to 
the 31st instant, when it will finally expire, and measures must be taken for 
the supply of Statutes to the offices and public in Ireland from that day. 

My Lords have now before them the separate Reports of the three Commis- 
sioners entrusted with the above duty. 

Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Booth generally coincide in their opinions with regard 
to the principle on which the valuation of Messrs. Grierson’s stock should be 
founded, but Mr. Lyle differs from them considerably. 

It appears that Messrs. Grierson, at the request of the Commission, laid 
before them first an enumeration of their stock in single sheets, and they 
afterwards submitted to them a classified list of Statutes, which, excluding the 
separate collections, they valued at 23,925 1 . 

Mr. Rapley, who was deputed by the Comptroller of the Stationery Office, at 
the request of the Commission, to examine and value the Statutes included in 
the list of stock produced by Messrs. Grierson, submitted to the Commission 
the following valuation : — 

Value of folio and quarto editions 
Value of octavo Statutes - - - _ 

Value of small octavo collection, with indexes 



The Commissioners are unanimously of opinion that Mr. Rapley, in a 
subsequent explanation of the principles on which he made this valuation, 
proved himself to be most competent to the duty he had been called upon to 
discharge, and had discharged this duty equally with fidelity to the Treasury 
and fairness to Messrs. Grierson. Mr. Rapley distinctly stated that in making 
his estimate, the consideration that a proportion of the stock never would be 
realized was kept in view by him ; but Mr. Kennedy, notwithstanding this 
statement, is of opinion that a deduction should be made from this valuation, 
considering that if the whole stock were brought into the market it would pro- 
bably not fetch more than 3,000?. or 4000?., even if a purchaser could he 
found, and that if it remained in the hands of Messrs. Grierson, the sale would 
scarcely cover the expenses, and the value of the stock would be nearly 
annihilated. 

For these reasons he thinks that a deduction of 20 per cent, should be made 
from Mr. Rapley’s valuation, which would reduce the sum to be offered for the 
stock, exclusive of the octavo collection, from 12,195?. to about 10,000?. 

In this opinion Mr. Booth entirely concurs ; but Mr. Lyle is of opinion that 
it would not be dealing fairly with Messrs. Grierson, after Mr. Rapley has 
made a deduction from his valuation on the ground of part of the stock being 
probably useless, that a second deduction should be made from his valuation 
on the same ground. 

Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Booth are of opinion that the octavo collection should 
not be purchased, as they partake of the character of private publications, and 
to this opinion Mr. Lyle does not dissent. 

With respect to the future sale of the Statutes which compose the present 
stock of Messrs. Grierson, they offer to carry on the same on behalf of Govern- 
ment 
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ment on the same premises for an annual allowance of 150 1., upon which offer 
Mr. Kennedy observes that nothing could be more inconvenient than that the 
Statutes prior to 1847 should be sold by Messrs. Grierson, and those subse- 
quent should be promulgated and sold by the Stationery Office. An united 
and concentrated system of management can alone be efficient and satisfactory. 

My Lords having maturely considered the statements and opinions contained 
in these Reports, are of opinion that that part of Messrs. Grierson’s stock 
which consists of foho and quarto editions of the Statutes, the acquisition of 
which was chiefly contemplated in the Minute of 13th March last, should he 
purchased of Messrs. Grierson ; and considering that these Statutes have been 
necessarily collected by these gentlemen and their predecessors in the execu- 
tion of their public duty, and "^at Mr. Rapley reports, that on examination of 
their books he is satisfied that there has not been any want of foresight in 
regulating the number that have been printed, and considering also that the 
stock of folio and quarto Statutes will be required by the departments of 
Government on whom the duty of supplying the offices and public with the 
Statutes will devolve on the expiration of their patent, my Lords are of opinion 
that they will be justified in purchasing the folio and quarto editions in Messrs. 
Grierson’s stock at the full value placed on them by Mr. Rapley of 7,754/., with 
such modifications as the subsequent addition to, or reduction of, the stock 
may require. 

With respect to Messrs. Grierson’s stock of octavo Statutes, there does not 
appear to be the same necessity for the purchase of them as of the folio and 
quarto editions ; but for the reasons above stated, which in some degree apply 
to this part of the stock, and as my Lords do not think it would be dealing 
liberally with Messrs. Grierson to leave this part of their stock upon their hands 
without making a reasonable offer for it, my Lords are of opinion that an 
offer should be made to them to purchase these octavo Statutes at a price 
about 20 per cent, below the valuation of Mr. Rapley, say about 3,600/,; the 
exact amount depending upon the result of a detailed examination. 

The octavo collection being of the nature of private publications, my Lords 
are of opinion that they ought not to be purchased by the public. 

With respect to the future sale of the Statutes, of a date prior to the 3 1st 
instant, my Lords concur in opinion with Mr. Kennedy, that an united and 
concentrated system of management should be established at the Stationery 
Office, where the whole of the Statutes, both before and after the present time, 
should be sold ; and that therefore it would not be advisable to accept Messrs. 
Grierson’s offer. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to the Comptroller of the Stationery Office for 
his information with regard to their Lordships’ views on this subject, and 
desire that he will report to my Lords, as soon as possible, whether his depart- 
ment in Dublin will be able to receive from Messrs. Grierson their stock of 
folio and quarto Statutes, and commence the sale thereof on 1st January next, 
and if not, at what time they will be prepared to enter into the execution of 
those duties ; and will state to my Lords his opinion as to the further measures 
it will he advisable for them to take for the purpose of carr}dng into effect the 
arrangements proposed in this Minute, and their Lordships’ Minute of 12th 
March last, and inform him that, on receiving his Report, my Lords will make 
a further communication to Messrs. Grierson with respect to the purchase of 
their stock. 



Sir, Stationery Office, 16 December 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, 
enclosing a Minute of their Lordships in relation to the purchase of the stock 
of the Messrs. Grierson, and requesting me to state whether this department 
will be able to receive from Messrs. Grierson the stock of the folio and quarto 
Statutes, and to commence the sale thereof on the 1st of next month ; and 
I beg in reference thereto to state, for the information of the Lords of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that there are no means in the present Stationery Office in 
Dublin through which to accommodate the stock of the Acts referred to ; and 
therefore I would beg to suggest that they should continue in Messrs. Grierson’s 
premises till a proper place be prepared for their reception, and that a rent of 
200 . A 4 at 
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at the rate of 1 00!. or 150!. a year should be allowed to Messrs. Grierson for 
the use of the same. 

I beg further to state, that I see no reason why we should not be able to 
receive the stock from Messrs. Grierson by the 1st of January, and to com- 
mence its sale from that date. But, in order that this may be done, it will he 
necessary tliat a warehouseman, thoroughly familiar with such duties, and on 
whose character we may rely, and a sub-warehouseman, should he immediately 
sent over to Dublin, to commence preparations for receiving, assorting, and 
counting the stock. But we have no such persons to send ; and I would beg 
to suggest that immediate application should be made to Messrs. Longman,, 
requesting them to select a warehouseman and sub-warehouseman, of unim- 
peachable integrity, and qualified to discharge the important duties that will 

devolve on them. . , . t, j 

It will be necessary to fix the salaries to he paid to the warehouseman and. 
the sub-warehouseman; and I would beg to suggest that the salary of the &*st 
should be 126 1. for tbe first seven years’ service, and 1 50 1. thereafter ; and that 
the salary of the sub-warehouseman shouldbe lOOZ. for the first seven years, and 
125/. thCTeafter. I do not believe, from aU that I can learn upon the subject, 
that it will he possible to procure the services of properly-qualified persons for 



less than I have stated. . . , , . r . r • 

It will be necessary to employ a clerk, to assist in the business of transferring, 
the stock, which will be operose, and will require great attention. 

Should their Lordships be pleased to approve of these suggestions, and let 
them he forthwith carried out, we may commence the sale of the Acts on the 1st 
proximo ; hut if so, not a minute will have to he lost in coming to a decision. 



C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) J. jR. M‘Culloch, 

Comptroller. 



Teeasury Minute, dated 16th December 1846. 

Authorize the Comptroller of the Stationery Office to take the steps recom- 
mended by him. , 

Write to Messrs. Grierson, acquainting them with the arrangement proposed, 
in their Lordships’ Minute of 11th instant, and with the measures that the 
Comptroller of the Stationery Office states in his letter to be required for carry- 
ing the same into effect. 



Queen’s Printing Office, Dublin, 

gij. 21 December 1846. 

Reeekhing to your letter of the 17th instant, which we had the honour to 
receive on Saturday, the 19th, we beg to say, in reply, that we accept the terms 
proposed therein, although much below what we consider to be the value oi our 
stock of Acts of Parliament. 

With regard to the temporary accommodation which their Lordships would 
wish us to allot for the vending of these Acts, it is our duty to offer every 
facility ; and we presume 200 I will not be considered more than reasonable 
for the rent of warerooms required. -u • a 

With respect to the small octavo cohections of Acts, we would very briefly 
press that those collections have been advantageous to the public, and there- 
fore become now entitled to favourable consideration, and we trust that con- 
ceniing them some further arrangement may hereafter present itself to their 
Lordships. ^ . 

(signed) Geofg& Sj John 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Tbeascry Minute, dated 22d December 1846. 

My Lords advert to the Report of the Comptroller of the Stationery Office, 
dated 16th instant, suggesting measures that should be taken on the transfer 
of Messrs. Grierson’s stock, as Queen’s printers in Ireland, and the Minute of 
1 6th instant thereon. 

Transmit copy of Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of 17th instant to Messrs. Grierson, 
written in pursuance of that Minute, and copy of the letter from Messrs. 
Grierson of 2 1 st instant, in answer thereto, to the Comptroller of the Stationery, 
for his information, and desire that he will put himself immediately in commu- 
nication with Messrs. Grierson, for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
arrangement suggested in his letter of 1 6th instant. 

Acquaint Messrs. Grierson with the communication made to Mr. M'CuUoch. 



Treasury JIinute, dated 26th December 1846. 

My Lords have again before them their Minute of 1 3th March last, on the 
measures which it was necessary to take on the expiration of the patent of 
Messrs. Grierson, as Queen’s printers in Ireland, and also their Minute of 
11th instant, wherein an arrangement was made for the purchase of Messrs. 
Grierson’s stock of folio and quarto Statutes, and also of the octavo sets of 
Statutes ; the terms of which arrangement had since been agreed to by Messrs. 
Grierson. 

The only point adverted to in the Minute of 13th March last, on which their 
Lordships’ directions are still required, is, that of the printing and sale of the 
proclamations, orders in council, and fast and thanksgiving prayers, on which 
it was observed in the above Minute that official documents of this description, 
if separately printed, should, in their Lordships’ opinion, be printed under the 
superintendence of the branch of the Stationery Office at Dublin, and should 
be authenticated by an officer to be appointed for that purpose by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant ; and they may likewise be sold by the storekeeper of the Stationery 
Office at Dublin, at a reasonable price. 

My Lords, upon reconsidering this subject, are of opinion that, as accuracy 
in printing these documents is of great importance, and as Messrs. Grierson 
have satisfactorily executed this duty for a long period, it would be with more 
safety entrusted to them in future, than to the officer of the Stationery Office 
at Dublin, provided they will undertake the sale of these documents at the 
same prices as are charged by the Queen’s printer in this country. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to Sir W. Somerville, and request he vrill lay 
the same before Secretary Sir George Grey, and will move him, if he shall 
concur in opinion with their Lordships, to submit for Her Majesty’s signature 
a letter to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, directing his Excellency to issue the 
necessary authority to Messrs. Grierson ; and acquaint him, for the information 
of Sir George Grey, that my Lords see no objection to their retaining the title of 
‘‘ Queen’s Printers in Ireland,” provided their duty is confined to the above em- 
ployment, and the printing of the Dublin Gazette, to print, distribute, and seU 
at the same prices as are charged by the Queen’s printers in this country, all 
proclamations, orders in council, and fast and thanksgiving prayers, from and 
after the 31st instant. 

Acquaint Messrs. Grierson with the directions given. 



Queen’s Printing Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2 January 1 84/. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29th ultimo, acquainting us that their Lordships had been pleased to transmit 
to his Excellency their opinion relative to our being continued to print, at 
fixed prices, proclamations, &c. as well as forms of fast and thanksgiving 
prayers. 
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We beg very gratefully to acknowledge this gracious mark of confidence 
reposed in us ; and at the same time to impress on their Lordships, that there 
still remains a necessity for their giving consideration to two matters, which 
we shall beg leave to mention, in order that their Lordships’ arrangements 
respecting our office may be conducted with completeness. 

1st. Their Lordships have not deemed it expedient to purchase from us for 
sale and promulgation to the public the collections of Acts of Parliament which 
have been edited and published by us during the term of our patent ; they 
have been left on our hands. Now, it is not possible that these various collec- 
tions, which consist of Acts heretofore passed in Parliament, can be effectively 
continued to be published by us, without authority being continued to us to 
print and annex the Acts to be passed in future. We trust, then, that their 
Lordships will see the propriety of granting us authority to print and publish 
the Statutes in Ireland, not exclusively, but concm-rently with the right which 
is to be extended to the Queen’s printer for England. As those editions have 
received even Parliamentary approval, and are in daily use by the Bench and 
the legal profession, and the public generally, their Lordships will see, we 
hope, the propriety of our request, considered merely with a view to the public 
service. They will no doubt also perceive, that our private interests would 
suffer considerably, unless we should have the power to continue and carry 
forward the series of Acts, because otherwise all these collections would be- 
come incomplete, and comparatively worthless, because discontinued. 

As the promulgation of the Statutes throughout Ireland has been transferred 
from us to England, and thus the object of the Committee of Parliament 
attained, we venture to say that no danger of any sort can arise ; on the con- 
trary, much advantage to the Irish Government and Irish public would ensue 
from the concurrent authority, which we have begged leave to suggest and 
seek. 

2dly. It is requisite also that we should direct their Lordships’ attention to 
the provision in our patent relative to the printing of the Book of Common 
Prayer and Bibles in Ireland, which confeiTed a right of printing these books 
concurrently with the Universities. We feel that their Lordships will not be 
disposed to annul this privilege, because they will not feel inclined to narrow 
the means of supplying the public with authorized copies of books so essential 
to the public good. 

(signed) George John Grierson. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 



Treasury Minute, dated 8th January 1847- 

Transmit copy of this application to Mr. Redington, and request he will 
lay the same before the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and move his Excellency 
to favour my Lords with his opinion on the application contained therein. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 19 January 1847- 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, for the information 
of the Lords of the Treasury, that his Excellency considers the. proposal of 
Messrs. Grierson, referred to in your letter of the 12th instant, audits enclo- 
sure, may properly be complied with. 

(signed) T. N. Redington. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Treasury Minute, dated 22d January 1847. 

Transmit Messrs. Grierson’s application of 2d instant, and Mr, Redington s 
letter of 19th instant thereon, to the Comptroller of the Stationery Office, and 
desire he will inform my Lords whether he is aware of any objection to a com- 
pliance with Messrs. Grierson’s requests. 
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Sir, Stationery Office, 29 January 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to return the letter of Messrs. Grierson, late Queen’s 
printers in Ireland, dated the 2d instant, praying their Lordships to grant them 
a concurrent right with the Queen’s printers in England to print Acts of Par- 
liament in Ireland, and to print the Book of Common Prayer, &c. ; and I beg 
also to return the letter of Mr. Redington, stating that the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland thinks that the claims of Messrs. Grierson may be properly complied 
with ; and in reference thereto, I have to state, for the information of the Right 
honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that it appears 
to me that it would be in the last degree inexpedient to allow the Messrs. 
Grierson a concurrent right along with the Queen’s printers in England to 
print Acts of Parliament in Ireland. The proposal is, in fact, equivalent to a 
proposal for a renewal of their patent as Queen’s printers. If they were to get 
the power which they apply for, they might print whatever Acts they chose ; 
and by printing those only in the greatest demand, and selling them a little 
below our prices, they would engross their sale, and we should have only to ^ 
supply the Statutes in less demand, of which, however, a stock must be kept in 
hand. Instead of defraying its own expenses, the office for the sale of Acts by 
the public in Ireland would, under such circumstances, most likely occasion a 
heavy annual loss ; inasmuch, too, as the Messrs. Grierson might reprint any 
of the Statutes purchased from them by the public, the value of such stock 
would, most likely, he greatly depreciated, and might be rendered not worth 
half the sum the public has engaged to pay for it. 

The publication of collections of Acts on different subjects is entirely a 
subject for private speculation, and may be carried on in Ireland, as it is 
carried on in England, by Messrs. Grierson, or any other party. The Messrs. 
Grierson undertook the publication of the collections referred to by them, not 
in their character of Queen’s printers, but of private individuals; and why 
should their position in regard to them be now altered ? It would be far better 
to purchase the collections in question from the Messrs. Grierson at their fair 
value, than to renew their patent under the pretence of enabling them to carry 
them on ; but which in fact would be re-establishing them in the enjoyment of 
-all the best part of their former business, leaving the unprofitable part to be 
carried on by the public ; indeed, rather than consent to the proposed arrange- 
ment, it would be preferable at once to renew Messrs. Grierson’s patent, and to 
continue them in their old business, making them sell the Statutes at the 
English prices. 

With respect to the other part of Messrs. Grierson’s claim, I humbly con- 
ceive that the preferable course is to add to their office as Gazette printers, the 
printing of proclamations,' orders in council, and fast and thanksgiving 
prayers ; and to give them a letter of licence authorizing them to print Books 
of Common Prayer and Bibles concurrently with the Universities ; but I con- 
fess I see no grounds whatever for going one step beyond this, either by allowing 
them a concurrent right to print Acts of Parliament, or by employing them to 
print for public offices . If the former be done, their patent is virtually renewed, 
and the late arrangements overturned, to the loss and injury of the public ; and 
if the latter be done, the rights of the contractors with this office will be 
invaded, an increased expense will be occasioned to the public, and the diffi- 
culty of conducting the Stationery Office in Dublin greatly increased. 

I sincerely regret I should have had to report so unfavourably of any scheme 
approved by the Lord Lieutenant, but I would fain hope that their Lordships 
see reason to agree in the views that I have taken of the matter, and that 
they wiU not permit Messrs. Grierson’s patent to be renewed in this indirect 
way, when such renewal must be to the manifest loss and injury of the public. 

(signed) J. H. McCulloch, 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. Comptroller. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Treasury Minute, dated 5th February 1847. 

Write to Messrs. Grierson, in answer to their letter of 2d ultimOj that my 
Lords cannot consent to their being allowed a concurrent right along with the 
Oueen’s printers in England to print Acts of Parliament in Ireland ; but my 
Lords will not object to their being licensed to print Books of Common Prayer 
and Bibles concurrently with the Universities. 

Write to Mr. Redington and acquaint him, for the information of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, that upon more mature consideration, my Lords do not 
think it would be advisable for them to consent to the Messrs. Grierson being 
allowed a concurrent right along with the Q-ueen’s printers in England to print 
Acts of Parliament in Ireland ; but that my Lords will not object to their 
being allowed to print Books of Common Prayer and Bibles concurrently with 
the Universities. 

Write to Sir William Somerville, requesting he wiU refer Secretary Sir G. Grey 
to the letter of this Board of 29tli December, (written in pursuance of the 
Minute of 26th December,) and will move Sir G. Grey to insert in the letter 
which he was then requested to submit for Her Majesty’s signature a power 
to print Books of Common Prayer and Bibles in Ireland, to be exercised by 
Messrs. Grierson concurrently with the Universities. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 25 February 1847. 

I BEG to refer to my letter of the 6th of January, requesting that you would 
submit for Pier Majesty’s signature a proper letter, authorising me to issue the 
necessary authority to Messrs. George Abraham Grierson and John Foster 
Grierson to print, distribute, and sell, at the same prices as are chaa'ged by 
Her Majesty’s printers in England, all proclamations, orders in council, and 
fast and thanksgiving prayers, from and after the 31st December, retaining the 
title of Queen’s printers in Ireland, provided their duty be confined to tlie 
above employment and the printing of the Dublin Gazette ; and I have now 
to desire that you will submit to Pier Majesty that a further power may be 
gi’anted to Messrs. Grierson to print Books of Common Prayer and Bibles in 
Leland concurrently with the Universities. 

And if Her Majesty shall be graciously pleased to consent thereto, I request 
that you will lay before Her Majesty a proper letter for Her Majesty’s royal 
signature, containing a grant to the Messrs. Grierson accordingly. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, (signed) Beshorough. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Whitehall, 3 March 1847- 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you herewith 
a copy of a letter which he has received from his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, relative to the appointment of George Abraham Grierson and 
John Foster Grierson to be Her Majesty’s printers in Ireland, and also a draft 
of a Queen’s Letter to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, containing a grant to 
the Messrs. Grierson accordingly ; and I am to desire you will lay the same 
before the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, and move their Lordships to 
favour Sir George Grey with their opinion, whether they see any objection to 
the terms of the proposed grant. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) W. Somerville. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Treasury Minute, dated 16th March 1847. 

Acquaint Sir W. Somemlle, for the information of Secretary Sir George 
Grey, that my Lords see no objection to the grant proposed in the letter from 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to Sir George Grey, of 25th ultimo, to he made 
to Messrs. Grierson, provided it he expressed in it, that the grant be continued 
only during Her Majesty’s pleasure, and provided a clause be inserted in the 
grant, expressing that on its determination at any time, Messrs. Grierson 
should not be entitled to any compensation: 



QUEEN’S LETTER. 

George Abraham Grierson, and John Foster Grierson, Esqs., Queen’s 
Printers in Ireland. 

Victoria, R. 

Right trusty and right well beloved cousin and councillor, we greet you 
well. Whereas it is deemed advisable, in order to insure accuracy in printing 
proclamations, orders in council, and fast and thanksgiving prayers, that our 
trusty and well beloved George Abraham Grierson, and John Poster Grierson, 
Esqs., should be continued as our printers in that part of our United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, called Ireland, for the above purpose. Our will 
and pleasure therefore is, that you do forthwith issue the necessary authority 
to the said George Abraham Grierson, and John Foster Griei-son, during our 
pleasure, to print, distribute, and sell, at the same prices as are charged by Her 
Majesty’s printers in England, all proclamations, orders in council, fast and 
thanksgiving prayers from and after the 31st of December last; and also to 
print books'of Common Prayer and Bibles in Ireland concurrently with the 
Universities, retaining the title of Queen’s printers in Ireland, provided their duty 
be confined to the above employment, and the printing of the Dublin Gazette. 
And provided also, that upon the determination at any time of the said autho- 
rity to the said George Abraham Grierson and John Poster Grierson, they shall 
not be entitled to any compensation by reason thereof ; and for so doing this 
shall be as well unto you as to all other our ofiicers and ministers there whom it 
may concern, a sufficient warrant ; and so we bid you heartily farewell. 

Given at our Court at St. James’s, the 25th day of March 1847, in the 10th 
year of our Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(signed) G. Greg. 

Superscribed, To our Right Trusty and Right Well Beloved Cousin 
and CounciUor, John William, Earl of Besborough, our Lieutenant 
General and General Governor of that part of our United Kingdom 
called Ireland, or to our Lieutenant Deputy Justices, or other Chief 
Governor or Governors there for the time being. 
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